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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. at the 
Windsor Hotel Toya Resort and Spa. President 
Medvedev and a reporter spoke in Russian, and 
their remarks were translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
G–8 Africa Outreach 
Representatives in Toyako 

July 7, 2008 

President Bush. I’m really pleased to be 
standing with a really good friend of the 
American people and a great leader in Africa, 
President Kikwete of Tanzania. I just—first 
of all, I’d like to announce that he’s coming 
to visit in late August. I’m really looking for-
ward to having you to the White House; look-
ing forward to giving you a good dinner. And 
we’ll have a good visit. 

President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of 
Tanzania. Looking forward. 

President Bush. Yes. I am—you know, 
one of the things that’s so impressive about 
his leadership in Tanzania is that the help 
of the American people is effective help, 
measurable in the number of people whose 
lives are being saved; babies are being helped 
with malaria. I mean, it’s just unbelievable 
the job you’ve done there. And we’re excited 
to welcome you to the country. I really want 
the American people to hear firsthand how 
successful their generosity has been, whether 
it be on HIV/AIDS or malaria. And Tanzania 
is a good example. But this success would 
not have taken place without your leader-
ship—really important. 

The other thing we discussed in the—we 
discussed a lot of issues with the African lead-
ers here in the G–8, but one, of course, was 
Zimbabwe. You know, I care deeply about 
the people of Zimbabwe. I am extremely dis-
appointed in the elections, which I labeled 
a sham election. And we, of course, listened 
very carefully. And, President Kikwete, as the 
head of the AU, has been very involved in 
this issue. I’m not going to put words in his 
mouth—he can express his own self—but it 
was—this issue of Zimbabwe took a fair 
amount of time—— 

President Kikwete. It did; it did. 
President Bush. ——and rightly so. Any-

way, thank you for agreeing to come to the 

States. And I’m really looking forward to hav-
ing you. 

President Kikwete. President, let me 
thank you for the invitation. I’m really look-
ing forward too. We enjoyed your visit there. 
I think I’ve been around for some time. I 
think one—that was one of Tanzania’s big-
gest visits. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Kikwete. You saw how people 

came out into the streets to receive you. It’s 
a measure of our appreciation of what the 
United—the people of the United States 
have done to—[inaudible]—in many things. 
Many lives have been saved through that— 
those programs in support of malaria, for to 
HIV/AIDS, but there are so many other pro-
grams that are building our—capacity of our 
people to measure—to marry their own de-
velopment, which we highly appreciate. 

Well, of course we see eye to eye on many 
international issues. Of course, we have dis-
cussed the issue of Zimbabwe, where we un-
derstand your concerns. But I want to assure 
you that the concerns that you have ex-
pressed are indeed the concerns of many of 
us in the African Continent. At the last sum-
mit of the African Union, many leaders ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction at the way things 
happened, but also, we agreed on the way 
forward. 

The only area that we may differ is on the 
way forward. You see differently, but for us 
in Africa we see differently. But I think, 
again, there is still room for us for discus-
sions. We are saying no party can govern 
alone in Zimbabwe, and therefore, the par-
ties have to work together to come out, work 
together in a government, and then look at 
the future of their country together. 

So this is what we—the way we see it. I 
don’t think that there is much divergence 
there. You would have liked to see us do a 
bit—some things; we would also like to see 
you do some things. But we’ll continue to 
discuss all these issues, and as friends at the 
end of the day, we’ll come to an under-
standing. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Looking 
forward to having you in Washington. 

President Kikwete. Thank you. 
President Bush. Some of these very same 

people will be there yelling questions there 
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at the press conference. Thank you. Nice to 
see you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. at the 
Windsor Hotel Toya Resort and Spa. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture 
July 7, 2008 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for advice and consent 

of the Senate to ratification the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture, adopted by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions on November 3, 2001, and signed by 
the United States on November 1, 2002 (the 
‘‘Treaty’’). The Treaty entered into force in 
June 2004. 

The centerpiece of the Treaty is the estab-
lishment of a multilateral system under 
which a party provides access to other par-
ties, upon request, to listed plant genetic re-
sources held in national genebanks. These re-
sources are to be used solely for purposes 
of research, breeding, and training in agri-
culture. A recipient of such a resource must 
then share the benefits from its use, e.g., a 
recipient who commercializes a product con-
taining an accessed plant genetic resource 
must generally pay a percentage of any gross 
sales into a trust account. 

Transfers under the multilateral system 
are to be accompanied by a standard material 
transfer agreement, the current version of 
which was concluded in June 2006. 

Provision of plant genetic resources from 
U.S. genebanks is fully consistent with the 
Department of Agriculture’s long-standing 
general practice of providing access to such 
plant genetic resources upon request. Ratifi-
cation of the Treaty will provide U.S. agricul-
tural interests with similar access to other 
parties’ genebanks, thus helping U.S. farmers 
and researchers sustain and improve their 
crops and promote food security. 

The Treaty may be implemented under ex-
isting U.S. authorities. 

I also transmit, for the information of the 
Senate, the report of the Department of 

State concerning the Treaty, which contains 
an understanding regarding Article 12. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 7, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 8. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Chancellor Angela Merkel of 
Germany in Toyako 
July 8, 2008 

President Bush. Madam Chancellor, 
thank you for yet another visit. I value your 
friendship; I value your advice. We talked 
about a lot of common problems and a lot 
of common opportunities. We talked about 
the G–8. We talked about the need to work— 
to continue to work together on Iran. Angela 
Merkel is a constructive force for good. And 
I appreciate your time. Thank you. 

Chancellor Merkel. Well, thank you very 
much. As always, we had a very interesting 
exchange of view, a very intensive exchange 
of view. And let me tell you that I’m very 
satisfied with the work that has gone on, on 
the G–8 documents, as regards progress on 
the issue of climate change, cooperation in 
the area of food and oil. We discussed here 
a number of other foreign policy—foreign 
political issues—sorry. We also discussed 
WTO and the possible conclusion to that ne-
gotiating process. And let me say that we are 
hopeful that such a successful conclusion 
may be possible over the next few weeks to 
come. 

President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:56 a.m. at the 
Windsor Hotel Toya Resort and Spa. Chancellor 
Merkel spoke in German, and her remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India in Toyako 
July 9, 2008 

President Bush. Prime Minister Singh 
and I just had a typical conversation amongst 
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